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Inside this issue: 
 

 
Members from across the County Association 
have enjoyed recent success in BBKA examina-
tions.  CONGRATULATIONS go to the following:- 
 
Advanced Husbandry Certificate:- 
‘Daisy’ Lesley Day (Wisborough Green).  By suc-
cessfully completing this examination Daisy has 
achieved the status of Master Beekeeper. 
 
General Husbandry Certificate:- 
Tom Moore (Wisborough Green), Gordon Allan (Wisborough Green). 
 
Modules:- 
Mod 1:- Richard Bowyer (Chichester), Stuart Smith (Chichester), Jim 
Norfolk, distinction (Chichester), Cherry Smith (Wisborough Green), 
Richard Flenley (Wisborough Green). 
Mod 2:- John Fisher (Chichester), Jim Norfolk, credit (Chichester). 
Mod 5:- Chrissy Blakeman, credit (Worthing), Diane Steele, 
credit (Worthing). 
Mod 7:- Pauline Ford (Worthing), Angela Pocock, credit (Worthing). 
 
Basic Assessment:- 
John and Sarah Scrace (Worthing), Tony Richards (Worthing), 
Sue Elliott (Wisborough Green), Maarten Boers (Wisborough Green), 
Elizabeth Merrick (Wisborough Green), Kevin Meader (Wisborough 
Green). 
 
Three results for Worthing members and two for Wisborough Green 
(taken outside of the County) are yet to be announced. 
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Members are reminded that a further benefit of your membership of WSBKA is 
the entitlement to register with your local Booker Wholesaler.  With autumn 
feeding approaching Booker is usually very competitive on the bulk purchase of 
granulated sugar.  Check out their website for your local warehouse  
www.booker.co.uk and compare sugar prices (remember, the 25kg sack may not be the cheapest option). 
 
You will need to register in person with your BBKA Membership Card and you can shop immediately.  Pur-
chases are NOT limited to sugar! 

On Monday 27th August in association with the local Horticultural Society WGBKA will be holding its an-
nual Honey Show.  This competition is open to all Divisions of West Sussex BKA.  So although there has 
been rather more rain than sunshine this summer hopefully those of us with bees have been able to ex-
tract some prize winning honey.  Before you give away or sell your entire honey crop, please remember to 
keep some aside for the WG Honey Show. 
 
Most classes will require 2 x 1lb jars, but the ‘honey labelled as offered for sale’ 
category requires 3 x 1lb identical jars (liquid, naturally crystallised, or soft set 
honey).  For the cooks amongst you there will be categories for cakes, biscuits 
and sweets as well as special classes for children.   Please contact me for the full 
schedule and entry form - caroline.drewett@btinternet.com or visit 
www.wgbka.org.uk/  
 
So come along to Wisborough Green and compare your bees’ crop with others in the region.  And enjoy a 
traditional Village Fete on the Green.  

Caroline 
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BBKA Examinations - Modules 

Booker Wholesale 

Wisborough Green Honey Show - August Bank Holiday Monday 

The next set of Modules takes place on 10th November.  Applications to sit these examina-
tions should be made via your local Exam Secretary before 21st September enclosing the 
appropriate fee. 
The Modules are:- 1. Honeybee Management, 3. Honeybee Diseases, Pests and Poisoning, 
6. Honeybee Behaviour, and 8. Honeybee Management. Health and History. 
Full details are available on the BBKA website:- 
www.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments  

 
Roger & Marion Brooks 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 21st August - Tour of South Farm, Donnington.  Set-aside and floral strips with Mariella 
and William Fleming. 
Further details from Christine Stevens: secretary @ chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s web-
site: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Wednesday 1st August & Saturday 11th, 18th & 25th 
August - Apiary meetings at Dounhurst Farm, Wisborough 
Green.  Saturday meetings - Beginners & Intermediate at 
12:00, Advanced at 2:30pm.  Wednesday meeting starts at 
6:30pm for all abilities.  Honey will be extracted on 18th and 
varroa treatment will follow on 25th. 

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

Worthing Division 

Sunday 5th August - Honey Extraction and Social.  Ferring Village Hall at 2pm.   

Tuesday 14th & Wednesday 29th August - Out apiary meetings at 6pm. 

Saturday 18th August - Barbecue at 4pm 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

Local Events - Bees (and their keepers) on show 

Sunday 5th August - Cranleigh Showground -  66th Annual Cranleigh Agricultural Show .  Full de-
tails available at www.cranleighshow.org.uk/index.html  
Sunday 12th August - Parham Park - ‘Grow Your Own’ Festival.  Full details from 
www.parhaminsussex.co.uk/events-and-courses/events.html  

 

County Events - Dates For Your 2013 Diary 

Saturday 23rd February - Annual Convention,  Lodge Hill, Watersfield, Pulborough.  Further de-
tails from Christine Stevens, Tel: 01243 533559  or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
Saturday 27th April - Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Further de-
tails from Graham Elliott, Tel: 01403 752493 or email: grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  

Full details of the county events will be available on the West Sussex BKA website later in the year. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



More from Moore - Can You See Eggs?  

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As offered for sale in the June County News local nucs are still available.  So if you are interested in buying 
well behaved, local bees contact Maarten Boers  on maartenboers1@hotmail.com  

Nucs For Sale 

 

 
There is one question in day-to-day beekeeping that I seem to hear, and to ask myself, more often than 
any other.  ’Can you see eggs?’.  It occurs in training sessions at our Divisional apiary, and it comes up 
both when we have a new queen who should be getting established, and in the first few days after col-
lecting a swarm, when we are trying to work out whether it has a fertile queen, or (as with most of the 
many swarms collected in July) is it a cast with a virgin queen. 
 
A few years ago I attended a lecture at a BBKA Spring Convention, titled ‘Seeing Better’.  This was given by 
a Northern Irish optician, who carefully explained the various means of magnification we might use, and, 
among other things, said that any of us wearing varifocal glasses were suffering from a vanity problem 
and that these varifocals were at the heart of our problem!  Now, I have 
various eye problems, and for me, varifocals are absolutely indispensa-
ble.  However, he claimed that they don’t do anything right and that we 
should use bifocal; either that or reading glasses focussed at the right 
distance (but what about then tripping over everything else that’s out of 
focus?).  I have to report that having just spent several hundred pounds 
on new varifocals to my latest prescription, I still need to use a small 
magnifying glass which also has LED lights in it, to see eggs on most occa-
sions.  I now have half a dozen of these, which luckily only cost about £5 
each, and without them I would be lost in seeing bee eggs, something we 
all have to be able do. 
 
I mention this as it is uppermost in my mind, having today (24th July, as I write) received the news that I 
passed the BBKA General Husbandry, taken exactly four weeks ago.  In the detailed report you get with 
the result, the Examinations Moderator says (among other things) ‘You were in the process of getting 
new glasses so the assessor had to give you a prompt to check …..’.  One of those moments when you 
think you might have made a fatal error.  She goes on to say ‘I use glasses lensed for computer use as 
these give a good middle distance view of the frame’.  Maybe that’s another way to solve the problem. 
 
More on real beekeeping next month.  For now, why not ask yourself the question ‘Can I see eggs?’ – and 
if the answer is no, work out a way to do so.  It really does help to know what is going on in the hive! 
 
Tom 

One of my magnifying glasses, ob-
tained from Robert Dyas or online . 
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We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally.............. 

On Saturday 13th October 2012 HBA will be holding their Hampshire Honey Show in 
the education centre at Hillier’s Arboretum, Ampfield near Romsey.  The 180-acre Sir 
Harold Hillier Gardens, now owned by Hampshire County Council, has the most ex-
tensive collection of hardy, woody plants in Britain.  It was originally created as a pri-
vate garden and arboretum more than 50 years ago. 
 
Our Honey Show is 'open' to all Beekeeping Association members and is, for the first 
time, open to viewing by the general public.  Hampshire Associations will be staging 

displays relating to beekeeping and those entering the Honey Show will be able to sell honey and bee 
products.  Those who enter or help with the HBA Honey Show will have free access to the Gardens and be 
able to enjoy the other events being staged that day. 

 

The HBA Convention will be held at Barton Peveril College, Eastleigh, near Southampton on Saturday 10th 
November.  Confronting environmental issues ‘head on’ we have speakers on systemic pesticides, Geneti-
cally Modified crops and global warming!  A full programme of workshops is also planned. 

For further details contact Jan Roper jan.roper@rya-online.net or Pippa Barker pippabarker@aol.com or 
visit the website www.hampshirebeekeepers.org.uk/events/county-honey-show  

It would be lovely to welcome West Sussex BKA members to these events. 
  
Pippa Barker  
Hon Secretary HBA 


